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| pan,” bes will be irreſolution, on the one 
ſide, and repugnance, on the other; and nano 
ſyſtem can be ſtable, that is not founded . 


upon equity, and wiſdom. 


It is the reſolution of the preſent Mini- 


. it is ſaid, to impoſe taxes upon thę 


onies, by the authority of the Britiſh 
Parliament, — to compell the Colonies to 
ſubmiſſion. To examine the juſtice — 4 
the policy of thoſe meaßires, and to ſug b 5 
others, which appear to be leſs exceptionable, 


in each of thoſe particulars, is my object. 


"The Gibbs "Gy khbir r 
ters, have not — the ſame privileges, 
or the ſame conſtitution. But though tl ey _ 


the! Fallowing ; — 
dne of t 


ee ry vel — — 0 
for yo tatives; mmqiesBritifcPiaſiamont; 
kuf jthertiimetoenjoytlic fixedon 
1 Bb wage bee ſearch fon angu | 

int ——— Ar | 
tHiowever,2 but u Hetldoinothair 
mio; yt 8 dou lia | 
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5 ſupporti as theattacks have been very weak, 


and very few. TO the earlieſt times, 


dovyn to the preſent, the diſpoſition of fo- 
i Teign:'territory belo auge to Great-Britain, 

Has always been v in the Eutive. 
It is a power vchich the Reſtoration and the 
Revolution have left unſhaken. - From the 
ceſſion of Tangier, to that of Guadaloupe, 
how frequently has it been (exerciſed? If 
then the Crown, at the time when it grant- 


ed the charters, could have ceded the terri- 


tory (1) of America, to a foreign power, 
could it not have fixed the terms, on which 

Its preſent and future inhabitants ſhould con- 
tinue: the ſubjects of Great · Britain? Where 
it could; Wart relinquiſhed all the authority 


| —— part of that authority. Where 

* could make a total alienation, to enemies 
even, furely-it could make a modified 2 _ 
to ſubjects. But ſuppoſe that the 


had not been legally poſſeſſed of that power, eng 


is there not à term, after which unint 
efhon confers a right ? Have not th Co- 
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of that country, from, a: depe 


the validity of their title? Have iot-the B. 
tiſh Parliament ſeen and acquieſetd in their 


doing ſo ? Has not Great - Britain, in ſherex- 
9 trade, received a valuable:confiders- 
tion? Surely then it wauld be momſtrous in- 
juſtice to deprive them of rights ſo purchaſſ 
ed and ſo confirmed. It has alſo beer urged 
by ſome, that the Parliament can ræuoletheſe 


 charters:when it ſhall think proper; for that 


it can take away from any city 07:Corporate 
town, in England; its:charter; — 
ing any length of tinis it — enjoyed 
it. Lanſwer, that if an Raj ”_ EEE | 
a goo town had ſo purchaſed 5 
Caloniſts have — ——— i 


ent, to reſcind, or vidlatæ it. 


Ba thecompariſon is quiallywnfaiepibn the 


ch of an Engliſh city, Or COOBOATIe 
and bene the! — ap befides ther 40; 


the firmer give 4 Night of ———— 
the Britiſh Parliament, and that the latter do 
not. If therefore the charter of a Britiſh 
city. or We be ag by Faxliament, 
it is reſcin in an, Em ly. which, is the 

| repre- : 


„ 
repreſentative of that eity or borough! Where 
a part of England only is concerned; tlie les 
giflature of England may claim ulimited 


ag aß a body, to Which all the ri 8 of 


HHmer, die made over and in 
But the Ame feaſonling canidt he applied wy : 
the charters of the Colomes; the Parkathent = 
of Eugland Jas net the fanw title to dc for 
them. They afe agtecmetits, betweel EHg⸗ 
land, our dhe one part, and the Coldnies, en 
the other Iff this alk, Bngland is ons f 
the contraQing parties, "arid; therefore; can 
nor ac for Buth. SHe 18 4 285 and, rer M 
wre, Cannot bo a Judge. © ELIA? 


The opportetits of the / Ameriotng 4 
that t th6y are intitteck to che prrrileges of 
Britiſh fuse; chat they are a free f 
Could we determine what theſe privileges 
att, and what this freedom, the” di 
would be at uf end. The Atteticar a wat 
chat he is deprived of the moft eſſential pri- 
vilege of à Briten, and a free man, if the 
olony eo Whith he belongs, can be taged, 
by an affembly;inwhieh'it is not rep rented.” 
The advocdt© for admifliſtration, Faffwels, 
that there are muty natives of Great-Britam, 
herſelf,” WGS are not "repreſented ; for that 
nere are mary who have fiet votes, in the 
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choice of repreſentatives, and that the Colo- 
niſts have no cauſe to complain, When they 
are in the ſame condition, as many of the na- 
tives co Great-Britain. Would a Colony 
pretend to a pettereonſtitution, than the mo- 
ther country, from whence ſhe derives it 
As this argument has been frequently re- 


peated, J ſuppoſe it to be a favourite. one 
with adiminiſtration; and as it is the only 
method that has been tried, to reconcile their 
in Parliament has 


aſſertion, that the Briti 
u right to tax the Colonies, with their 


conceſſions, that the Coloniſts have the Prir 
vileges of Britons, and are a free:people ; let 
us liſten to an American, pleading his own 


cauſe, in anſwer: to this argument: I do 
„not claim - a- better conſtitution, than my 
mother country, but in the r of my 
6 own property; I claim, as good, a conſtitu- 
& tion: you have miſtepreſented my claims. 


Lhave ſaid, that a right of ſuffrage, in the 
choice of our repreſentatives; is the moſt 
« eſſential of Britiſh privileges; hut I have 


66; not ſaid, that EY Briton enjoys that 
& Right; nor do I require, ;that.every. Cor; 


bs ion. of the, Houſe.,pf; Commens, fo are 


5 tore an Coloniſt is who haye no. vote; 
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s, leniſt ſhould enjoy ik. Therg are many 
< Britons, who have ne vgte, in the elect 
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ein ithe Els cn ef Our provincial repteſßn· 
tate; alledge, if od that in being 
© faxed” 57 four Parliament, yon are taxed 
*'by an imp per feet re Ahtartre; in being 
* taxed” by" "Gur ede aſſemblies, we 


5 Are taktet by 2 A repreſentative as- imperfect; 


* Our ft therefore, in point of 'taxa- 
10 tion; when We are axed by our--own-af- 
< ſerblies; le not greater than Tonen £2 it is 
0 only &quat: eo it; Our conſtitution b is ran 
© irhage'6f ygurs. But if we are to bb tax- 
ed by Four Farliament, our conſtitution 
an ld p-yoſembles yours, and our free- 

fihHlated.- If there be many Bri- 
tons NHS Habe not a vote, in'the choice of 
their repreſentatives, there are alſo many, 
* that bame The poſleſſion of a for. free 

a holdz ib Britain, confers the privilege: of 
<4 voto tht poſſeſſion of the Whole conti 
dent ofs America, dbes' not-- confer! that 
privilege, D you fot know the infiflite 


1 clittrenceſbetween a nation: where a// ha ve 


*\pof the power of voting for their rep dre 
'* fentatives, and a nation, where none Pave 
that power: The former is your co undi 
< tion, and therefore, you are a free ple; | 
« the former is what we claim; the atter is 


the cofiditivn of fla ves“ and that id what 


3 bfter o We claim the privileę eges of 


B 2 5 « Britons, 


1 


Britons, and. vou tell us that; ve; have. 
them, becauſe we am like thoſe Britons; 
1 Who are deſtitute af the melt va of 
thoſe privileges! We elaim the — eqn- 
«Ritation as. Great-Britain,, and. yau offer 
4 Us Only the defect of mw gonſtitution, but 
deny ue its advan 8 N 15 
as gu by a ably, wh — 
K 18 k tze mo- 
tt Died intereſt by Citizens and Burgeſſes, 
and therefore, ſhe is 4 free vation. Is then 
America on jo a with England, in point 
40 of Freedom, if the ean' be taxed by an AF 
«+ ſembly, to which her freehialders ſend. no 


Knights, and hor eities na Citisens? You | 
ſax. that yous right of ſuffrage, 36:partially 4 


80 + aiſtributed; in Britain; give us 


right of ſuffrage. 65 partially difributed, 


im America. Fas this repreſentation, par- 


* tial: and imperfecd as 5 Calb it. your - | 


Magna Chartäs have betn demanded, 


& your. patrieta-have: bled, and your: me- 


machs have bern dethrened: et this 
K yon deny to the Americans, thongh-you 
9 wh Yo: hag the privileges 0 0 Brt- 


Ox TS; k hay” 17 n. Js LF.” 
4 1 
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+ in--65:g80d "8 candition a9! thoſe Britons 
8. hem you: cell | vnrepreſented, and Nhe 
% are not electors a fun cyen they has this 
great advintage, that hotk the 
„tive, and the electors, pay a part of the 

4 tax, as well as th 5r doo po:faftrage-: 
* whereas, if the Haufe of Commons of 
+ England, ſhauld tax the Americans, 

* 3 nor — ——.— 
D any proportion of what they 
2 eee bb tthey would not tax, 


but untau themialves: The condition, 


+ therefore, of an Englichtnan, who bad no 
ſuffraga, when taxed by the Britiſh! legi- 
* ſlature, and of an American taxed hy the 
* fame. authority, are totally, diſſſmilar. 
* Phade ther in ſuuatiens Which bean any 
« finilitude, and it will ſhew, in therſtrang- = 
. r injuſtice of the mea- 
7 futes / Suppaſo then, that the Parliament 
of Britain, ſhould joapoſt: 5 i 
+ themſ{c}ves, and the ba who voted for them, 
„ ſhemldb be anemptrdb and Which fhouid 
bo paid i antirelyby-+thoſt} who clade no 
.5f baifrages ; this would baar me mſem- 
A theivitaxing, the :: Americans; 
and not! this; * -unparalloledin- 
e Juſtice? Bur if if gyen this (us juſt as yeu 


muſſ ofteem it) ones hid praftine' of your 


botdob * 1 
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41. Pirllament, the contition of — 
ng man would till be inſid ite pre- 
46: erer to outs? fon even ſueh af tax as I 
- kwveiated, woold fall — relations, 
theofrlends tlie dependent tenants, 
< theimanufacurer,! 3 Af Bri- 
6 tiftplegiſlatoin 2 egiflator would feel 
effects alot Tn duſlysi he 
«would find his vit intereff immediately 


*©eneetned; heiwoutdgitherefore, we dome 


moderation. Beſitles, the! ig ale wit⸗ 
nfs of their condiin lie car judge of 
(66: their abilities, hi can be wimundet at the 


«iow! bur "miſery; eee en f our 
% Abilitiss; and his tenants; and higmanu- 
e fatutets-will feel; the;mmediars eftes of 
«ont ruin, not / intl diftrefs,obutiintheir 
« exonevation.” 2 ec eee 
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c oÞtHatrni juſtice twodldibehapp uin o- 


an ariſorn U u. [Sappoſe;cifor; Adin oY 
can - bearzube thought, ſuppoſe: for 
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C debted to your choice; would. you not he 


dan enſlaved, and an unhappy people hut 
0 even, then, ygu would be happiex than we 
are. A body of go men, ſituated ini the 
midſt of ſeven millions; and taxing thoſe 
ſeven millions, would; fately; be; mare 
bound to 3 fear, if notbby 
principle, than the: ſ me body, aſſiſted: and 
fupported by thoſe: Millions, in fax 
ing two, millions, who are at a diſtance. 
To oppreſs, in one, inſtance, dome 
« leaſt, be infamy, if it Would not be. 
„niſhment; in the ther, they might f 
it popularity, they might think ib getrof- 
« iſm. Mr tt ſaid (if I miſtake: not) 
« that every man in England could 7 —— at 
an election , even that method of exp 


ſing one s wiſhes, is, ſomg 3 


has ſome influence, the ſhoutingsooſ the 
People, have had great. effects; and the 
very murmurs of Engliſhmen, had, per- 
haps, more ſhare in the repeal of the 
*. than the united voice of Ame- 
rica. .. We ans even hu at an 
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WW! 
en fundamental eight,” - the 
510 Fe againſt parliamentary oppteſſion, 


„as well as every other; undet what. diſad- 
© varitages- do we labour? How different 
„je the effect of a petition, preſented by the 


Hands of the has ene by their aſ- 


fiduity, and recbmmended by their tears, - 
„from that of bur | Paper-repreſentations : 2 | WW 
6 They ate fubject to be miſſepreſented in 
Atiiouſand ways; they come cold, and you þ 
do nt frel them; often too late; and you {| 
© eann6t eomply with them; and what was 
© done Dy you, thtvagh inattentien and 
miſtake, Ma be maintained, for dignity ; 
aa Word, they de not ſtrilte home, 
either upem your cation; of your kind- 

neſß; pour affectiens, or your fears. In 
© this. ,. the-very women and chil- 
dren of Erplantid; Rave an influence wpon | 
© Parliament, er which the Americans are 
„deſtitute. | How diffrent is yoar lot from | 
© ours) In che character of eta, 
R. Your 


frequent" elections aft a 
lege to you; what privilege are they to 
* us? At the cloſe of a Parliament, you 
e \moaktres, from ths fears | 
rut! the ef aur r bla 
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TY friend to: America? They Will Rs. 
<©eain:the: of their countrymen a 
chereſore will zburthen America, in 
to diſpurthen England. What to, 
valuable privilege, will he to usa dourc 
of repeated oppreſſion. i Me are ans n- 
+ fortunate;; even than youn Pa piſts. Ja he- 
+.ing;exaluded-from thenrightf of; ſufffage, 
they are like us; and;12s they Bay — 
Oble land+tax;: in that — 
'*.Impoſed by men, | whom they. Jo 
San eletiang;.and. it 38, a aK, 
ho impaſe fit, do nat , rh gel y, tax 
that yonday, upon us, e Arg in the) fAn 
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In this reply, which have the _ 
mouth of a Coloniſt, I have ae pret- 
ty minutely, the teal extent, of American 
liberty, untlet the preſent meaſures. | Hes 
ſhewn the Yif/omilarity of their condition: 4 
our own, and to chat gf a free p 
ſhall nom ſhew the fimilazity of their —_ , 
tion; to that af thoſe nations, whom call 
flaves; The author of the, Letter to Lord 
Hillſborough, ſays, Liberms recipit magit 
er minus; | that xbere ape gag tees of freedom 
Iallow: 1c; In, what. does perfect political 
lüberty eonſiſt /. Some: authorE define. it, to 
be, rh power. of - doing what, the. laws. petr 
mit. H Ido not miſtake, the meaning gf 


this definition; vit is clearly exvaes us 10 
| 2 — 'Turky- permit; cer 
_tainlyij8: neh liberty: Perfect od 


* 


Lord dad rather—in aner ae be 


N 


— ws 


N 0 
ject to any laws; but fuch as we "OR con- 


ſented to, by ourſelves; or by oupbopreſont- | 
tati ves. If Britain is but imperfeckly ropre ; 
fented, it has but” an imperfect ede | 
But confidering the imperfection of every a 
thing human, ſt may we Il boat of the ex- , 
cellente of its conſtitution. Thereare other f 
nations, the lives and fortunes of whoſe in- 
habitants, are dependent upon the will f 1 
ſome perſon whom they do not elect, and | 
whom they cannot remove; or upon ſome t 
other country,” in the government of which | 
they have no ſhare. France, Spain, and ] 
Tutky are” inſtances of the firſt{- Corſica, [1 
while 1t 'was under the yoke" of Genoa, of 2 
= » 

t. 

0 

t 

8 

n 

1 


1 
mw 
1 4 
| 


the Tetond. All ſuch” overnments' are ab- 
blüte, or deſpotie, and the people ſubject 
5 them; we call enſla ved. Between theit 
ſitudtion and our own, there are, indeed, 
many degrees. But I defy the author of the , 
Letter to Lord Hillſborough; to ſhew, that 
Any ofthoſe degrees would be enjoyed by the © 
Americus? if meaſures ſhould be carried to b 
the extremes which we now hear of. Ide 2 
Hot lay that there is no a medium, between ff 
. eonſtitution and ſimple deſpotiſm; 18 
5 be Americans wouldi:not'pofefFr MM :y 
X He objects td the advocates B 
Bi, their aſſerting; That i depend. 
ene 
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ence FR enforced, in any the leaſt. degree, 


the Colonifts are ſlaves. . Let him not ob- 
jet it to me; my aſſertidn is that they are 


ſlaves, if the Britiſh Parliament aſſumes un 


limited power over them, in every farticur 
lar whatſoever. If a people can be deprived 
of their lives and their property, by another 
perſon, or another nation, is it not evident 
that ſuch a people is not free? whether it 
be by a nation, or by a monarch, is not ma- 
ee . The maſters, indeed, are different, 
but the gopernment is equally deſpotic. The 


Nelots of Sparta were as much ſlaves, as the 
ſubjects of the Grand Signior. Now. defy 


any perſon to mention one ſingle power, 
which the Spartan republic a umed over 
the Helots, Which Eny does not aſſume 
over her Colonies. I would not inſinuate 
that Great-Britain will not govern with 
greater humanity: but if her power be 


mildly r it will indeed be a 


milder deſpgtiſm, but it will not thereſqm 


be the left a deſpotiſin. aue we thus 


addreſa ourſelves: to a colony of France er 


Spain: Nou live under an abſolute govern. 5 L 


ment; transfer your. allegi 
you ſhall enjoy thoſe privi 10 
Britain diffuſes through, all; her d As. 
"ht it nat anſwer, in theſe worde de 7 


10 

nor burthened with taxes in near ſo great a 
proportion as pour Chloniſtr, but F would | 
#on/ent to pay more than I do, if PF were! te. | 
ay a greuter degree of freedom. ht 
aden are theſe privileges which you N 0 3 
922” We might ſay to them, One of the 
1 privileges ſhall be this; that you 
Mall not be taxed, except by your own re- 


1 I 
1. 80 preſentatives, or elſe by the Parliament of * 
i ain; © Might it not then reply tous? 1 G 


1— „* 
24 


Ind then that muy repreſontatiwes are not 
to be · a part of that Britiſh Parliament, 
Which is to tax ms; were I ſubjeR 46 the 
ubfolute dominion ef ah aſſembly elected! 
Dy the provinces and ities in France, ſhould Y 
Ide one whit more free, than in being ſub. 
_- Je@ts the abſolute dominien of its monarch? 
| When you ſpoke to me of privileges, I ima- 
gined that you meant that right 6f fuffrage, 
— is the boaſt of the ' Britiſh conſtitu- 
You give it to me, Indeed, in one 
by place, but you will tat me it 4 place where 
You will not give it to me. en our 
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gain in any manner they: pfdafe, If ou 
469 dembnſtrate to me n 1 

E fUmes + one fingle * 3 which 3 
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nation ever was, or ever can — now — | 


ever thoſh rights and privileges. may, conſiſt 
in; Which eenfſſedly ed to >the, Meri 
cans, they, gexta in dw ni gonſiſt The 
Aich is ther want gf every right, 3B 

| deprivatzon, ef enn ige. 1110 90 

% a8 \38Stho%5 ei floidvr ug in ataih 

debe e eee 0 
the AHerigans and alen en Non # 
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ach they we le Benne þ 

r 
canon find * 


4 Pw 0 uit 77 Fore poſſeſd; hut not 
bn of them Tab ente d thoſt' privl ges, 
which they ought td Enjoy. It is a little ſuſ- 
picious, that thoſe authors, ole profeſt 
deft n is to convince and to conciliate the 
onifts; 5 haye never ones! Hun eric thoſe 
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ny. Britiſh freedoms,- it is not 
3  that®they ſhould adopt SBar part 
- GI} bf our conflitation, whichdeparts from 
the principles of BritſtHiberi —— muſt 
a leſs that. art — is — ws as well 

6 ve, d Nheir liberty 


Se e — 


rn „end WM 
„ J anſwer him, that Dhitve 
done ſo, only with.'reſpe&t to their ows 
veſted and acquired property * and that 
Americans have as much right” to the pro- 
perty of America, when once acquired and 
veſted, as Britons vg: to the Property of | 
Grau, Britain. 550 

In din that taxation 1 and rep reſtintation 
may: not be united, in Atticriew, the adver- 
ſaries of America deny that they were united 
in Britain. And. attempts have been made 
to produce inſtances of their diſunion, taken 
from different periods of the Britiſh confti- 
| tution: It is not material to my cauſe, to 
examine whether thoſe attempts have ſac- 


©  gveded. If Americh de intitled to 18 gliſh 


privileges, the Engliſh” conſtitution, he is 
" Intitledto that oonſtitution, as it ſtood; at the 

time when the Colonies were planted. She 
is not to ha ve the conſtitution, that exiſted i in 
the time "00 WIRE the "Chip or of 


1 wy FRF? * 
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* „ The Acdidicnts aſt 1 relinquiſh 150 rights of pro- 
perty z that is, many rights of acquiring property; far 
they muſt be ſubject to Britiſh navigation laws, and 
trade- regulations; but the right of granting property, 
already acquired and veſted, ſhould be ſacred. T his 
| be 7 ſafe and intire. 5 


the 


[ 22 J 


the Saxon heptarchy,orof the Roman govern- 


ment. If England communicated to- Ame- 
rica her conſtitution anti her privileges, we 
communicated them ſuch, as ſhe herſelf, at 
that time, enjoyed. It was the conſtitution 
of England, at that period, that every man 


poſſeſſed of 405. a year, by that free tenure 


which we call a freehold, ſhould. have a 
vote in eleding a member of that aſſembly, 


which alone could tax his property; "beſides 


certain perfons, inveſted with privileges, i in 
eities and boroughs. This was, and is, the 
bulwark of En gli ſh liberty; without this, we 
ſhould be . This, ng is the conſtitu- 
tion, which is communicated. to America: 
let not, therefore, her property · he taxed; ex - 
ceept in an aſſembly, to-which her ſreeholders 
and electors ſend a repreſentative. At an 
earlier period, the, priyilege of voting in 
En land, was diffuſed: much more ver- 
. it belonged to all who held by a free 
5 tenure that i is, to all. the /ubjes of England; 
for thoſe; who, held by other tenures, were 
not kabſects, but vi/lari, or ſlaves. So intire 
vras the union, at that time, between repre- 
ſentation and taxation: but to this conſtitu- 
tion, the Coloniſts have no pretenſion, as it 
was not the conſtitution of England, at the 
time of their eſtablifhment. - By. the 8th of 
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* 4 » — 3 * * 89393 . vo* Nw, Us „ *# » 
f 1 ; 6 a ; : 
; 5 £ 7 
£0 > 
* . 


. r Kere e tine 6 oe. is bs he 


— 75 
7 


5 iT F 220 „Nu * as: * 74101 % 17x87 + * 
Hen. VI. the —— — *. was confined 
to ſuch frecholders, as had 407. a year, and 
thus the more opulent freeholders were en- 
truſted: with the rights of all the reſt; It 
_ appears.to me that England, by this change, 
had tz kinds of — The richer 
frecholdets repreſented the other, and the 
Houſe of Commons repreſented ther” Thus 
the opulent: freeholders were repreſent ativtu 
of eledtipn, conſtituted by their circumſta nces; 
and the knights were repreſentativet of lege: 
Hatios, appdinted by ſuffrage. If there b 
any juſtice, in W all the ſaljectr of 
England, were, either actually, or virtually; 
repreſented. But if there be not, and if it 
ttefl that England was, and is, par- 
tially roprſented give acrepreſentation as 
partiab ther Colonies: - If Britain be im- 
perlecliy repteſented, ſne has but an im per. 
fecb freedom, but if the Colonies' have 10 
repreſentation ion, they haue no freedom; atall: 
— — has 0 che e . 1 
ention; could have fog uggeſted | 
on that CUTE ſhould have the 
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III be | Set Fo t te od) 
"a the memorable conteſt with the He 
of P—s; about the right of originating 
taxes, the C—— ns urged; with great force, 
ys their 


4 
their excluſive right, te that privilege. They 
thought it unreaſonable, even, that any part 
of the taxes, ſhould be inoreaſed, or dimi- 
niſhed, or that the rates ſhould be examined 
by the P--rs, whoſe proportion in all taxes, in 
compariſes, to what: the; commonality pay, is very | 
conſiderable, I believe the ſame aſſembly 
think theſe words to contain good ſenſe, at 
this day; and it is undoubtedly very reaſon- 
able, that thoſe who give the mott, ſhould 

have the greateſt ſhare, in modelling the gift. 
Such were the maxims that wert Wenke | 
adopted, by that great aſſembly,” and foch 
were the reaſonings, on which their greateſt 
Privilege is eſtabliſhed. Why then do they 
%% think it zcafonable, that thoſe who pay 
not an iaconſtderalie, but 2d propoxtion, 
ſhould not only originate a tax, but aſs W 
into a law ? Compare the ſpirit of their for⸗ 
mer maxima, with that of their pfreſent. 

Eis {unjuſt in you, my L- de, to begin 
da taxation, of which you pay only à ſmall 
„ praportion ; yet we will. impoſe a tax upon 
8 America, of which we pay no proportion, 
at all. It is unjuſt that you, my Lids; 
£* ſhould even origmate a tax, upon men, of 
„whom you are but the leſſer number; 
++ though the reſt may afterwards rufuſe it, 
95 0 mo W But it is FR er ui to 
25 . , gnadct 


| E | 
enadct a tax-law for the Coloniſts, which 
they ſhall not have a power to refuſe, al- 
. though we are not any part of them. The 
10 right of propoſing taxes, belongs to us as 
«repreſentatives of the people who pay them, 
* and yet we will tax a ep of whom-v we 
* are 1 Tepyeſeptatives.”. 8 5 


WY repreſentatives, 1 98805 men elected and 
appointed by. others, to act for them ln a 
more extended ſenſe of the words, perſons 
who a&# for others, may be ſaid to repreſent 
them, although they be not elected by them. 
In this ſenſe of the dew an:abſolute:mon- 
arch repreſents all his ſubjects; the council of 
ten, at Yenige, 3 za m r 2 


—__ 
The Stath g of - 2 8 ſays, 10 The —— 
1 4 leg) tu 5 repreſents all the ſubjects of the 


* fate,” tbat is, the Parliament of Groat 
tain repreſent the Coloniſts. Now there 
are 


26 J 

ate to ways only, by which one perſon 
may be ſaid to repreſent another, either as 
being elected by that other perſon, or as 


having a right to act for him. That the 
Britiſh Parliament, or any Part « of it, is not 


elected by the Colonies; i is too plain to admit 
of a diſpute, it does not, therefore, tepreſent 
them, in that light; and whether it has a 
right to actifor them: is the very point in 
queſtion ; let him not, therefore,. take it for 
grantet—I have given my reaſons, that it has 


but; he has made his aſſertion that it hay, 


When he proves that it has a right to 220 
the Colonies, in the article of granting taxes 


L ſhall allow that it tepreſents chem, in that f 
inſtance; or when he proves that it Tepre- | 
ſents them, I ſhall allow that it has : a right 


toiac for them. He quotes the words of 
— Locke, „ The legiſlative is the joint. 
of every member of the ſo, ety 
ven up to that perſon; or affembly, \ 


legiſlator. „Ahe definition Is nr: : 


— of it, is not. In ever 


inſtande where the joint Selk of every 


member of the Oslonies, has Per 9 7 
totheBritiſh Parliament, that affem 


him t 77 1h tha he right of taxation, is on 
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ly is un. 
doubtedly their le A ter.-Bör feen, for 


0 
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of thoſe inſtances. Let him prove it, if be 
can, but let him not take ir for granted. i 

Thie ſame 186K quotes a ſtatute, the. iſt 
of Ja. I. which ſays, © That the whole body 
of the realm, and every particular member 
* thereof, either in perſon, or by repreſen- 
tation upon their own free election, are, by: 
« the laws of the realm, deemed to be 
«ſerit in the High Court of ns, 
He cites this ſtatute, to prove, that. every 
member of the realm, is repreſented, not in 
the Houſe of Commons, but in Parliament. 
In my opinion, he might ſpare himſelf the 
trouble; every one knows that the Lords are 
members of the realm, and every one knows 
that the Lords are not repreſented, in the 
Houſe of Commons. I will readily allow 
that the Parliament of England, is the repre- 
ſentative of England; but does it follow from 
thence, that it is the repreſentative of the Co- 
lonies? ſurely, he would not inſinuate that 
the Colonies are preſent, i in chat court, either; 
in perſon, or by repreſentation ved e 
own. free election. 

. order to Þ fx that the parliament has. 
a right to the Colonies, in every caſe 
whatſoever, the ſame author aſſerts its right, | 

| to 


to bind all the King's ſubjeckt, and he in- 
ſtances the Palatinate of Cheſter. If the Al- 
legations of the Petition, which he has quoted, 
be true (that that Palatinate was diſtin and 
ſeparate from the Crown of England, and 
that their Count held it as freely, as the 
King of England did his crown) it is evident 
that the Parliament acted «uſt, in binding 
them; if they be not true, why has he 
quoted it as an authority? In order to prove 
that Parliament may bind al the Dependencies 
of Britain, he cites one inſtance only, and that. 
not of a dependency. And to prove that it 
would act ju/th, in fo doing, he cites an in- 
ſtance, where it acted unit). 


- Bills of ſupply are looked upon, not only 


# 


as laws, but as free gifts; and, on account, 
of this difference in their natures, they are 
ſubjeQ to different forms. The lords cannot 
originate them, although of alſo are legiſſa- 


tors. And when the royal ant is gi ven, the. 
royal thanks are given, alſo. The gth. of 
Henry VHth, enacts, that the King ſhall thank. 
both Lords, and Commons: but if our Par- 
liament ſhall tax the Coloniſts, to whom are 
the l thanks to be addreſſed ? Is he to 
thank his Britiſd ſubjects, for giving ham 
the property of the Co/oni/ts ? Is hefto tha 
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11 
the Engliſh, for money which they do not 
pay, or the Americans, for a free gift, wreſt- 
ed from them againſt their will? Which of 
theſe mockeries would be moſt unworthy 
the on ſcene, on which they are to be 
ated ? | | 


Much Joaturation las been uſed, on both 
ſides. The Engliſh ſpeak of the blood and 
treaſure they have expended. The Ame- 
ricans, that they have encountered an in- 
hoſpitable climate, for the purpoſes of Great 
Britain, and have dedicated their lives and 
fortunes, to her ſervice. There is no weight, 
in any of theſe declamations. Whatever 
was done by either of them, was done for 
their own advantage. If Britain has pro- 
tected the property of America, it does not 
conſtitute her the owner of that property. 
She has, for her own ſake, protected, in 
their turns, almoſt every country in Europe, 
but that does not make her the proprietor 
of thoſe countries, or give her a power of 
taxation over them. If America, in purſu- 
ing her own intereſt, has advantaged Britain, 
we owe her no obligation. Whilſt we each 
poſſeſs thoſe benefits, for which we expended 
our treaſure, and for which they encoun- 


tered that climate, we owe nothing to cack 
. | E | other, e 
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other, but reciprocal affection. To extend 
their commerce, our anceſtors encouraged 
the emigration of Britiſh ſubjects. Their 
induſtry abroad was thought more ad vanta- 
geous, than their reſidence in Britain. As an 
inducement to forego thoſe privileges which 


they poſſeſſed, or might acquire at home, it 


TEES, 


Having conſidered the juſtice of the pre- 
ſent meaſures; let us now examine their po- 


licy; and in this examination, let our. ſenti- 


ments of equity forget to operate. Let us 


forget that they have rights, or that we have 
| humanity. Let us ſuppoſe ourſelves en- 
_ tering into an agreement, with a free and a 
conſiqerable people, and ſettling the terms 


of 


1 


& an everlaſting union. Or if auy ons 


mould be of opinion, that neitlier of theſs 


circumſtances, are applicable to the Colonies; 5 


let us — Hh them in their numbers in- 


— to Apel e them. In foch 53 
tuation, what teflections ſhould our own 


intereſt fuggeft to us? Though this people 
be weak, at pteſent, their Arcogth, aha their 
numbers, may increaſe“; though we our- 


elves are ftrong, our ſtrength may decline; 
though their ſpirit is depreſſed, it 7 re- 
Ml A 


vive, T 
from us. 
Their a 


are. placed at a great di 
e have formidable cents. 
ections, therefore, are of the utmoſt 


ortance, and there is no method ſo cer- 


tain, of ſecuring their affections, as the mak- 
ing it their intereſt, to be our friends. We 


- ourfelves Have a fie conſtitution : if we 


= liberty to them, they will be ſteady 
us, becauſe they cannot change, for the 


| better: 2 affume unlimited and abſolute | 
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1 tage N 4s hifi that Mr. Canting mention the 


ptobable increaſe ef the Americans} as an Argument for 
n chet . mem. 8 
E 2 authority, 


11 derable, unaccuftomed ited by EN over- ak 
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authority, they will wiſh to change, be- 
cauſe they cannot change, for the worſe. 
The tyranny of a deſpotic commonwealth, 


is infinitely worſe, than that of a deſpotic 


prince. But it is vain to endeayour to de- 
ceive them; though they have never taſted 


liberty, they will ſoon become acquainted 


with its nature. They will perceive the 


miſery of theig ſituation, by the happineſs of 
ours, While their garriſons are filled with 
our ſoldiers, their harbours with our fleets, 
and their employments with officers, of our 
appointment, and while they derive from 


us a degree of freedom, we ſhall be ſecure, 


both by our own power, and by their af- 
fections. They are weak, by their circum- 
ſtances, let us not make them ſtrong, by 
their deſpair. The gradual increaſe of num- 
bers and of opulence, may add to their force, 


but that force will llcep, unleſs it be awaken- 
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hatred, their fury. If there ever ſhould 
come a time, when they ſhall be able to 
| ſhake off our ſovereignty, it will paſs un- 
| heeded, by a — and happy people, 
But if our dominion be founded only in our 
ſtrength, it will ſubſiſt no longer than their 
weakneſs. It is, therefore, evident that we 
ſhall hold America, by a better ſecurity, if 
we do not enſlave it. But will it afford us 
as much preſent emolument? This ſurely is a 
conſideration, much inferior to the other; it 
may have more weight with a ſhort-lived 
and a ſhort-ſighted adminiſtration ; but can 
never have-ſo much with a thinking nation. 
Let let even this be conſidered ; we know 
that this nation has paid conſiderable: taxes, 
without any compulſion ; and we know that 
free nationscan ſupport greater burdens, than 
nations equally opulent, that are enſlaved. 
No power, no management, has ever ſuc- 
ceeded to tax the latter, as highly as the firſt; 
and the efforts of deſpotiſm have produced 
only depopulation, or rebellion. Thus it is 
buy no means certain, that even our preſent 
_ emoluments would be the leſs, if we extort 
nothing from them againſt their own con- 
_ ſent. Beſides, with how much leſs expence 
can we ſecure the allegiance of the willing, 
than of the unwilling. Amongſt the firſt, a a 
. militia 


[(#F _T 
militia would be ſerviceable; amongſt the 
latter, it would be formidable to. ourfel ves. 
Let us alſo conſider with how much greater 


efs our mamufactures will be purchaſed, | 


by a greatful, than-by/an exaſperated p 


We are now at peace with the world; the 


moſt rigorous meaſures may ſucceed, for the 
-prefent ; ; but ſuch meaſures are not the moſt 
eligible; in themſelves, when conducive nei- 


ther to preſent advantage, nor future fecu- 


rity. {The-greateft man of his age has told 
us, that two milſions of fellow - fubjects, de- 


pri ved of their liberty, would be fit inſtru- 
ments to make flaves' of the reſt. Surely 


there is a juſtneſs in his obſet vation; thoſe 
om we reduce to ſ˖,jin, cannot wiſh well 
to our freeaom. Let us alfo confider, that 
without aſſuming that deſpotic authority, 
which is intolerable: to harnan nature, we 
may yet retain.a/ power amazinply extenſive. 


A power over the commerce of à nation, af- 
fectt the merchant; the landbolder, and the 
manufacturer. Though we catinotidive irrto 


their purſes, to wreſt from them what they 


have already acquired, we can prevent their 


Feature acquiſitions. Nay, we enn do more; 


we can make what they poſſeſs already, leſs 


valuable, by its ſtagnation. Though the 
2 70 of grating, belong ſolely to them- 


ſelves, 


1 31 * 
In they will yet have but little power to 
refuſe. Says the author af the State of the 
| Nation, © Is it of no importance to the thriv- 
ing American Colonies, that Great Britain, 
finding her .incapacity- to defend herſelf, 
and protect them. alſo, ſhould be obliged 
<. to. confine her fleets and armies to her own 
«4 coaſts, and leave them expoſed to the ra- 
© vages of a domeſtic, or the conqueſt of a 
foreign enemy? Ves, certainly, it is of 
the utmoſt importance, and therefore the 
Ears, ſuppoſed meaſures are as wuneceſ/ary, 

as they are unjuſt; for whilſt the Colon ies 
derive from Great. Britain the. ineſtimable 
bleſſing of liberty, they will ſtrain every nerve, 
in ſupport of a power, by which that bleſſing 
is to be ſecured. If weakneſs ſhould ever 
infe& the Britiſh empire, its diſtant depend- 
encies will feel the % ſymptors of it. For 
their own. preſervation they will exert them+ 
ſelves, in a common cauſe, and far their 

own ſakes they will aſſiſt their mather coun+ 
try, whilſt by aſſiſting her, they» protect 

themſelves. But if we reduce them to 4 
ſitnation more deplorable than that of a 
French Colony, from that moment our in- 
tereſts are ſeparate, what terms can they ex- 
pect from any enemy, that will be worſe than 
llavery! Our very. avarice ſhould direct us 


. 


to aden ourſelves to freedom, which 1 is a 
_ waysliberal, rather than to ſlavery, which ne- 
ver makes any return“. Let this content us: 


that their increaſe and their proſperity, ſhall 
depend upon our ſufferance, and their very 
exiſtence, upon our protection; that the ſea, 
the common benefit of mankind, may be 
denied them, that the labour of their hands, 
the ſtrength and the ingenuity which nature 
has beſtowed upon them, ſhall be converted 
to our purpoſes ; but, for our own fakes, 
let us not diſcourage that induſtry, which is 
to benefit ourſelves : what we permit them 
to e, let that be their W wn. 


Thus, on every preſent, and every 3 
conſideration, I ſhould think myſelf an ene- 
my to Great Britain, ſhould I propoſe to give 
worſe terms, to a people unendeared by for- 


mer connections, unacquainted with liberty, 


and deſtitute of any claim upon our juſtice, 


than thoſe which are demanded for our fel. 
low jubje&s.. But it muſt not, therefore, be 
— in that they have long been our 
friends and brothers; and that another ſyſ- 


tem cannot be eſtabliſhed, without a violatio 
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| " nt Ill be or gun ion. But nei- 


ther her numerous armies, nor her mighty | 
F power, - 
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power, nor her vicinity to that devoted | 
iſland, nor rhe paucity ot its inhabitants, can 
enſure to her a quiet and an uſefyl.;poſſeſ+ 
ſion, while ſlic finds an enemy; inſthe hearts 


of the peop ple. But by..us, 1 poſſihle, ſtill 


leſs is to be expected; with leſs, diſpropor- 
encounter a more 


tioned för de, We maãy 
wacledd antipathy. The Corſicans neyer taſted 
freedom, i Vader © a French adminiſtration; 
ſhe has boty prevented their emancipatic 
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from the tyranny of Genc 
them Under a ilder oppreſſion, But the 
5 Americans will be Aeprivedgf a liberty, which 
they Baye already poſſeſſed, many; years, 
under the tutelap e.of Great Britain: A more 


violent change, 5 more intolerable perdition, 


And ar theſe. meaſy; wiſe; whoſe very 

ſucceſs Has but this oh their; Rodd 
whoſe failure 1 is ruin ?. Are th eſc the:prin- 
ciples, by - which free, men ſho uld e govern 


free men! Is this 10 at inxincib eln 


that firm” eſtabliſh meht, by. which Britain 
and the Eäſt, in he 
wiſdom Which mu hea pub blic credit of 7 
thoufand.y wounds, and ſupport the weight « of 
a | tottering empire? There | may come a ti 
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an dür u poſetity: 


wi 


may find, * ttt 
perienoe, that the ſword was but an ill in- 


terpreter of charters; and that the character rs. 
of freedom, will not be leis indelible, in the 
breaſts of the Americans; if they be written 
in the blood of their forefathers What : 
ſhall-I fay of theſe meaſures? That, they are 


ſo i 


mpolitic, that we ſhould reject them, 


though juſtice did not condemn them; that 
they are ſo unjuſt, that we ſhould: REA. 
ths were . ever fo politic. | 
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Theſe confideratidny I have Prengel to 
dedicate to the reateſtaſſembly 1 in the world, 


and to the beſt of 


rinces. 8 


If they carry 


any conviction along with them, the conſe- 
Firſt; that we 
tax them 
ſelves: Secondly, that we ſhould retain to 


3 naturally follow. 
ould leave the American 


the Britiſh Parliament, ever 
not incovſiſtent witli our ji 


that we do not re vive the claim. 


s to/ 


yg 


power that' is 


and their 6 
liberty: That a law ſhould be paſſed, imme- 
diately;. repealing. every act, that taxes the 
Colonies: I do not propoſe, that it ſhould 
contain any. counter-declarations, or that the 
wer ſhould, in terms, be diſclaimed. 
will be ſufficient that they be repealed; and 


It 


Let it be 


buried in oblivion ; let it hang between the con- 
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ſtitutions 
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hon, perhaps it might notihe improper. to 
des re, os the ſame. law, the ſuptemacy of 


Britain, and its ab olyte. dominion over na- 
3 and commerce. Can we aſſert tho 


dependency. of, the Coloniſts, in ſtfonger 
terms, t than t, hoſe of, Mr. Otis, a. gentleman 
55 15 certainly well informediof their ſen- 
t . who has probably a conſfider- 
eſhare in forming them, That the Far- 
1 of Great, Britain has undoubted 
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| 11 is ſo much the intereſt of Britain, te to * 
mote the commercial welfare of her Co- 


lonies, that they may form a reaſonable. ex- 
pectation, that theſe intereſts are ſafely de- 
poſited. But on this ſelf-intereſt, _ the 
wiſdoin and equity of the Britiſh legiſlature, " 
and on the coniciliating, moderation of their 
own” conduct, much, very much of their 
proſperity will depend. Gf this moderation 
we:have as yet made no trial... When we 
deſiſted from actual oppreſſi on, we laid its 
future foundations and the repeal of the 


ſtamp act, was attended with the ſtrongeſt 


aſſertions of our Tight « of taxation &; aſſer- 
tions which a an . adminiſtration never 7 
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that the exports to America, in the ear ſubſequent to. 
the tepeal of the ſtamp act, fell ſhort of thoſe in the 
year preceding it; and he, therefore, blames the con- 
duct of that adminiſtration, by whoſe influence ;* the 

« ſtamp act was repealed, and every other American 5 
« propoſition adopted.” It is a little extraordinary, that 
men who ſo ſtrongly aries: our unlimited power over he 
Col-nies, ſhould be ſaid to have adopted « every Ame- - 


« rican prop oſition,“ The diminution of our exports, 


ſhould be attributed to our rejefing” American propofi- 
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intended to carry into experiment, but an 
unhappy compliment, which wiſdom and 


virtue paid to temporization and prejudice. 
If, impreſſed with a conviction of their frees 
dom, the Americans have a ſenſe of injury, 


let not Britons reſent the ſentiments they 


have communicated. Let us maturely con- 
ſider whether we ourſelves were not the ag- _ 


greſſors. If force is juſtifiable in deſtroying 
_ thoſe rights, which are derived from time, 


from compact, and from nature; what is 
not juſtifiable for their re-eſtabliſhment ? If 
the cauſe of the Americans be juſt, their 


firmneſs. is virtue. 


_ — AE. 


tions, rather than to our adopting them. The dimi- 
nution of our exports, was owing to the diſcontent. of 
the Americans; that diſcontent to our claiming'a right 
to tax them. Whether the continuance of that diſcon- 
tent, was owing to the continuation of our claim, or to 
the repeal of the ſtamp act, I ſubmit to the judgment of 
my readers. = 
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